Recognition of liposome-bound antigens by antipeptide antibody.
In order to clarify the effects of the differences in physical states of antigens on recognition by antibodies in immunoassays, the binding characteristics of an antipeptide polyclonal antibody to the peptide and the corresponding protein were studied. The reactivity in the immunoliposome assay (ILA), as well as in the double-antibody sandwich ELISA, was identical to that in the solution. These results indicate that the conformation of liposome-bound antigen is changed little by coupling to liposomes and is almost the same as that of the native antigen in the liquid phase. It is desirable to assay by double-antibody sandwich ELISA or ILA to detect native proteins, and the latter is very easily performed.